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“But people with disabilities—those with sensory, physical or cognitive impairments …remain left 

out of most initiatives to increase the diversity of research study populations.” (NEJM, 2022)
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Adults w disabilities & DD “missing” in NIH research… 
despite their high prevalence

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/about.html#:~:text=Recent%20estimates%20in%20the%20United,one%20or%20more%20developmental%20disabilities.&text=Developmental%20disabilities%20are%20a%20group,%2C%20language%2C%20or%20behavior%20areas.
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/acs/acsbr-006.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29949427/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/category/6
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/category/6


 

NIH- designated people with disabilities 
(PWDs) as population w health disparities

PWDs & PWDDs- under-represented in 
research 

Roadblocks- Knowledge, attitudes, biases 
and perceptions (KABP) re: barriers & 

benefits to inclusion are modifiable (even 
amidst time & $$ challenges)

Translational Science: Context and Roadblock



Aim #1 (Year 1)

• Measure investigator and research team knowledge, attitudes, biases and 
perceptions (KABP) re barriers & facilitators to PWDD inclusion.

Aim #2. (Year 2)

• Co-design training on researcher-level factors that contribute to PWDDs’ 
underrepresentation in research.  BRAID- motivational interview- Circles.

Aim #3 (Year 3)

• Conduct randomized controlled trial (RCT) of learning module

Aim 1

Engage PWDDs + KABP Survey

N= 200

Aim 3

RCT:       N= 350

T0 (pre)   T1 (post)   T2 (3m FU)

Aim 2

BRAID Circles + Investigator Group

Develop Module Content

Overview of D2/R3



Questions?

Survey Access

Coming Soon
Reach out to our study team 
Study Coordinator 
Patrick.Georgeiii@einstienmed.edu

Principal Investigator
Karen.bonuck@einsteinmed.edu 
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